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Sites & Museums

AN INCOMPLETE LIST!!!
Pingvellir

Bogarnes - Settlement Centre
Saga Valleys

Reykholt

Eirikstadir

Museum of Witchcraft and Sorcery
Sheep Museum

Textile Museum

Vidimyri

Glaumbaer Folk Museum
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Sites & Museums

Godafoss
Phallological Musuem
Glacier Exhibition
Skogar Folk Museum
Saga Centre

Hekla Volcano Centre
Stong

Vikingaheimur

Viking Village

Saga Museum
Reykjavik 871+2
National Museum of Iceland




Pingvellir

» Alping (assembly) met at bingvellir
— met once a year for two weeks from 930-1799
— people camped, talked, bought & sold

Légberg (Law Rock) was focal point

Lawspeaker presided
— elected for three year term
— recited 1/3 of the law each year

Settled cases by trial
Duels also held




Flag=Lawrock?
Pronounciation of bingvellir



Pingvellir - booths

Many wall remains
still visible

Temporary roofs

Recent ones often
identified by
plaques

Very little
archaeological
research

11th ¢. Tau Crozier

Very little archaeological evidence because very few digs have actually happened
here



Pingvellir

Continental rift

— left is Europe

— right is North America
Continents gradually
separating
Designated
UNESCO World
Heritage Site

Approx 1 cm/year




Audio tour

Static stations
Good background
No photos

No artefacts

Two Exhibits
— Settlement exhibit
— Egil's Saga exhibit




Tied in with a sequence of
markers in the local area

i* An interesting way to see a
saga

* Locate sites of interest

— Skallagrim’s burial mound
— Borg
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Saga Valleys

* Borg (Egil's Saga)

* Hvita River Valley

* Eirik’s valley later

* Pingvellir valley

» Laxardalur

* Open, fertile valleys between mountains
* Originally 25% trees

Hvita = Kafvita (white)
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Saga Valley - Borg

‘

Borg marker and church are behind photograpfheea is ahead
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Hvita

river valley looking down towards Reykholt
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Saga Valley - bingvellir

Valley between Thingvellir (1/2 day ride right) and the sea (1/2 day ride left)
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Saga Valley - Laxadalur

Laxardalar
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Snorri Sturluson’s home
— his hot tub?

Active archaeology
Research Centre
Focus:1200-1400s
Saga Writing

Excellent book choices

Tub in this shape/place only documented to 1800s
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» Modified during occupancy (landslide)

« Abandoned near the end 10t c.

» Birthplace of Leifr?

* Costumed interpreters

« Errors in materials (axe usage, bellows type)

« 3 person retelling of saga events

» A good program

* Nearest neighbour over a kilometre away (Dad)
— Iceland 3 people / km?; Canada 3.3; US 33.7
— Viking Era 0.5

Shows risk of interpretersincorrect beads were a gift. But clearly shows value.
TOO MUCH STUFF
City of Waterloo (pop 100000) would have been 32 people
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Eiriksstadir
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Eiriksstadir

Downriver towards sea
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Witchcraft & Sorcery

Very small museum with two locations
— Sorcerer’s cottage
» Focus on connection between poverty and persecution
— Museum itself has a more general focus

All text in Icelandic
Audio tour available in several languages

Small number of artefacts and more replicas
— Possible offering bowl of Viking era

How was magic done
Executions (20 men, 1 woman) in 30 years
Good start - increasing content & number of sites
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Witchcraft & Sorcery
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Folk museum
Poster boards
Many artefacts

— most very recent

Lots of breed
information

Multi-language
Working farm

GC2ft1 adzZaSdzyé I t20a 2F INIGSTFIFIOGaz FdaGSyYy
lost. Not professionally laid out. Often one passionate driver
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An important part of the museum is named after Halld6ra Bjarnadéttir (1BY&L), a
well-known lady in Iceland. She was a domestic consultant for the National Farmers
l'YA2Y AY LOSftfFYR F2N) Ylyeée &8SINA yR akKs
Moreover, she founded and operated the Weahd Textile College at Svalbardi in
Southbingeyjarsysla. Halldéra dedicated herself to the social and educational affairs

of women and was an eager representative of their culture. She collected varieties of
weaving and knit patterns as well as many types of small objects related te avabl

textile processing.

Hallddra never got married and had no children. She donated her last belongings to
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