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We didn’t hit every museum or place of interest in Iceland 

3 



4 



5 



Flag=Lawrock?   
Pronounciation of Þingvellir 
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Very little archaeological evidence because very few digs have actually happened 
here  
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Approx 1 cm/year 
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Hvita = Kah-vita (white) 
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Borg marker and church are behind photographer – sea is ahead 

12 



Hvita  river valley looking down towards Reykholt 
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Valley between Thingvellir (1/2 day ride right) and the sea (1/2 day ride left) 
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Laxardalar 

15 



Tub in this shape/place only documented to 1800s 
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Shows risk of interpreters – incorrect beads were a gift.  But clearly shows value.  
TOO MUCH STUFF 
City of Waterloo (pop 100000) would have been 32 people 
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Downriver towards sea 
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“Folk Museum” = lots of artefacts, attempt to gather a part of life to prevent it being 
lost.  Not professionally laid out.  Often one passionate driver 
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An important part of the museum is named after Halldóra Bjarnadóttir (1873-1981), a 
well-known lady in Iceland. She was a domestic consultant for the National Farmers 
Union in Iceland for many years and she published the „Hlín" magazine for 44 years. 
Moreover, she founded and operated the Wool- and Textile College at Svalbarði in 
South-Þingeyjarsýsla. Halldóra dedicated herself to the social and educational affairs 
of women and was an eager representative of their culture. She collected varieties of 
weaving and knit patterns as well as many types of small objects related to wool- and 
textile processing. 

Halldóra never got married and had no children. She donated her last belongings to 
the Textile Museum which are now preserved in „Halldórustofa" (Halldóra´s Room).  
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Fun story – testing ground-penetrating radar, found pre1104 farmhouse.  Perhaps 
abandoned due to eruption, then resettled across the field 
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Glacier coverage was smaller during viking age – some farms still to uncover 
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Could get lost here for a very long time – but so hard to research 
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Hekla is Iceland’s most active volcano – last eruption 2000 

Biggest in 950 and 1104 – 1104 earned name “Gateway to Hell” 
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One resident – Gaukur Trandilsson – name carved in Maeshowe 
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